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1 Tim. iv. 8, latter clause, — " Godliness is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to come," 

These words, my deAr young friends, embody and 
impart the Divine sanction to the sentiment which I 
am most anxious at present to impress upon your 
minds ; and you Will readily perceive that they fur- 
nish a most suitable motto, or text, for a sermon to 
you — a sermon to the young. Timothy was a yOung 
man when Panl addressed these words to him ; and 
it is on the young especially— on the young peculiarly 
— that the sentiment contained in them ought to be 
inculcated ; nay, it is on the young exclusively that 
it can with propriety be ihfeulcated ; for what could it 
profit an aged man — what could it profit one on 
whom " the life that now is '' was just About to close, 
to tell Asm that "godliness is profitable ybr the life 
that now is, as well as for that which is to come ? " 
If he had not known, if he had not efnbraced the 
sentiment in early life, so as to have Teid.\vift.^^ SS.V2x\s^ 
own experience, — to teU "him o^ W. vXietL ^^-cSS^'^rt^'^ 
oaljr to mi m mind ^Ith UU^t wi^xmwn^^fi&^^^'S^'^' 



To make known this sentiment to yoii^ then, my 
young friends, and to endeavour, in humble depen- 
dance on the Divine blessing, to persuade you to 
embrace it, is my object at present; in order that 
you may be saved from such bitter and unavailing 
regrets; and in order that you may realise the 
" promise of the life that now is, and of that which 
is to come"— the "profit'' of piety, the "gain" of 
godliness. 

I expect, therefore, that you will give me your 
patient, serious, and earnest attention, while I en- 
deavour, in the first place,^-To explain to you what is 
meant by "godliness;" secondly, To point out to 
you in what respects it is ^/ profitable " both for this 
life and that which is to come ; and lastly. To urge 
upon you immediately and cordially to embrace and 
act upon the sentiment. 

Let me, then, 

I. Explain what is meant by godliness. 

It means just the same thing that is meant by the 

terms religion— piety. In the sacred Scriptures a 

variety of terms and phrases are employed to express 

the same idea ; as, for instance^ godliness, or, to he 

godly y is there represented as to know God — to love 

God — to fear God (that is, not with the fear of 

terror, as a slave fears his tyrannical master, but with 

the fear of reverence, as an affectionate child fears or 

reverences his kind and tender-hearted parent), — to 

^eii'eve on or trust in God — to ohcij — to serwe Go<£ — 

sad 80 forth. 

To be godly, then, or to \)e ipvow^, S& \ft Vtiqw ^tv^ 



love, to acknowledge and obey, to reverence and 
serve — with humility, gratitude, and joy — the Parent 
of the universe ; it is for a creature to consecrate 
himself, in all his living and active energies, to the 
service and the glory of his Creator, Preserver, and 
Benefactor ; or, in the words of Christ, " to love the 
Lord his God with all his heart, and with all his 
soul, and with all his mind.'' This is the nature of 
piety or godliness as existing in the minds, and ex- 
hibited in the conduct, of intelligent creatures in 
general — angels as well as men. And it is among 
holy angels, my young friends, it is among the sinless 
inhabitants of heaven, that the nature of godliness is 
understood and exhibited to perfection: they know 
God — though not md^eedi perfectly ; for the question, 
"trho can by searching find out God?" refers to 
angels as well as to men. The highest archangel 
cannot comprehend him fully — cannot " find out the 
Almighty unto perfection." But the angels know 
God much better than man can know him ; and in 
proportion as they know God they love him — iii pro- 
portion as they love him they desire to be like him. 
In proportion to their knowledge and their love of 
God are the humility and the reverence with which 
they acknowledge and adore him — the promptitude, 
cheerfulness, gratitude, and delight, with which they 
serve and obey him. 

Such is the nature of godliness as it exists in the 
minds of intelligent creatures in general^ aA vt v^ 
exhibited to perfection lu t\v<i co\Am<5.V ^W^ -wasi^ 
— the BittleBa inhabitants oi \iewieiCL% 
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But it is not so much with the piety or godliness 
of angels as with the godliness of men that I have to 
do at present; and while the godliness of roan is 
essentially the same with that of angels^ and of all 
holy creatures, we must not forget that, in the case 
of man^ godliness must manifest itself in a peculiar 
manner — in a manner suited to man's peculiar cir- 
cumstances as a sinful creature. 

Men do not know God when they come into the 
world ; and hence they come into the world destitute 
of that love to God which the knowledge of him 
begets. 

When they begin to learn something about God, 
they then fear him indeed, but not with that affec- 
tionate fear of which we have spoken ; for to that 
fear love is an essential ingredient. But they arc 
destitute of love to God, because, as we have seen, 
they have no true knowledge of his character. Hence 
they are destitute of all disposition to acknowledge 
and obey, to reverence and serve him — destitute of 
all that is essential to godliness. 

But this is not all. Men are not only naturally 
destitute of all right dispositions towards God, but 
their minds soon become imbued with wrong dispo- 
sitions towards him. Having no knowledge of God 
or his will, when they come into the world, they 
know of no object more worthy of their supreme re- 
gard than themselves, and the gratification of their 
own corrupt desires, appetites, and passions; and 
^A/s object tbey, therefore, seek to pursue without 
reetnuint And when they com^ to «ic,Qfx\x^ ^q\sv^ 



glimpses and glimmerings of knowledge about God, 
and his character, and will, and ways, they find 
that he is a very different kind of being from them- 
selves; that his character and will and ways arc 
contrary to their character and will and ways. 
Now, this leads them to fear God, but not with that 
fear with which an affectionate child regards its 
tender-hearted parent — ^not with the affectionate fear 
of reverential love ; but with that fear with which a 
trembling slave regards his tyrannous master — ^with 
the fear of terror, the trembling fear of pain and 
punishment. This fear uf God is quite destitute of 
love to God \ nay, it is inconsistent with love to God, 
for 'Move casteth out'' such "fear." While man 
thus fears God, self is still the object of his supreme 
love J and as he is therefore still bent on pursuing 
the gratification of self, in spite of the dread of 
punishment, this slavish fear of God grows into con- 
firmed aversion of heart from God — enmity of heart 
against God ; and hence it is that the apostle says, 
**the carnal mind" of man "is enmity against God, 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be." 

Such is the state of man's affections towards God 
in his naturally depraved condition. Such, my 
young friends, is the state of your affections towards 
God, if you be still destitute of the power of godliness. 
Is it not so? Does not your conscience tell you 
that it is so? Reflect for a little on the nature of 
your feelings ; examme the working?* q^ ^wa Vi'^^x,^ 
and you mil find that t\ie xe^Qw n^V-^ \\» x^^^*»» 
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against God is because his character and vfiU sl^^ 
opposed to the gratification of its selfish and sinry^/ 
desires. You will thus find that you are, as tjje 
apostle says, " lovers of pleasure/' or, in other vior&s, 
lovers of selfy "more than lovers of God ; " that you 
are, in fact, " haters of God ; '' your carnal mind 
being filled with enmity or hatred against him, because 
his holy character, and will, and law interfere with, 
and are opposed to, the gratification of your sinful 
selfishness. 

Such, then, being the state of man's affections 
towards God, it is plain and evident that some pecu- 
liar means were indispensably necessary in order to 
restore to the soul of man the principle of godliness"; 
and it is equally obvious, as has been already hinted, 
that that principle, when restored to the soul of man, 
must manifest itself in a peculiar manner — a manner 
suited to man's peculiar circumstances as a sinful 
creature. Now, blessed be God! he has provided 
the means necessary for this purpose, and has made 
them known to men, and available for men, through 
the Gospel of his Son, Christ Jesus. It is by means 
of that peculiar view of the character of God which 
he has presented to us in the gift and mission of his 
Son — in the person and work of Jesus Christ — that 
the principle of godliness is restored to the soul of 
sinful man. It is the wondrous exhibition of the 
infinite love of God, as therein displayed, that sub- 
dues the inveterate selfishness and enmity of the de- 
/^raved mind of inaDy and leads him lo \o\e> God in 
reiurn, ^fJn this was manifested t\ie \on^ oi ^^^ 



towards us, because that God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through him." 
" For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." " Herein is 
love ; not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his own Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins." ^' Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his friends J* '*But God 
commendeth his love towards us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners" — "when we were enemies*^ — 
'^ Christ died for us ! " And therefore, says the apostle, 
" We love him, because he first loved us J* The love 
of God, as herein displayed, so addresses itself to the 
very selfishness of our corrupt nature as to overcome 
and subdue it. When convinced of the existence of 
such love on God's part towards us, " even while we 
were yet sinners" — 'Move so amazing, so divine," 
we cannot but cease to regard God as our enemy, 
and view him henceforth as our best friend. And 
thus we are " reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son." The love of gratitude is kindled in our hearts 
towards God by the apprehension of God*s love of 
benevolence towards us ; and it compels us to " count 
the time past of our lives sufficient to have wrought 
the will of the flesh " — sufficient to have been spent in 
the service and gratification of self— and henceforth 
to consecrate ourselves as living sacrifices to the 
service and glory of God. " For the love of Christ 
constraineth us " thus to T^tiOMW^-^ ^sA ^'^ ^ssk^ ^ss^- 
godlinesa, and worldly \\x%l&, wA. \» \\h^ ^^w:^?^- 
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righteously, and godly " — " because we thus jadgie^ 
that if one died for all^ then were all dead ; and that 
he died for all, that they who live should not hence- 
forth live unto themselves, but unto him who died fbr 
them, and rose again.'' 

Such are the means provided by God fbr restoring 
the principle of godliness to the soul of sinful man ; 
and in one of the passages just quoted, there is 
pointed out to us the manner in which these means 
become available for this end. It pleased God, in 
bestowing on man the unspeakable gift of his only 
begotten Son, to appoint that " whosoever believeth 
on him " should receive, as the free gift of his grace, 
the forgiveness of past sins, and should be made a 
partaker of his Holy Spirit, to enlighten his mind, 
to enliven his affections, to subdue the remaining 
power of sin in his heart, to regenerate and sanctify 
his whole nature, and transform him anew into the 
image of God ; and to be to him also the witness — the 
pledge — the first fruits of that everlasting life which 
God has appointed as the inheritance of all that 
believe, 2 Pet. i. 2—11 ; Tit ii. 11—14. 

Observe, then, my dear young friends, that in the 
case of guilty man, in your case as well as mine^ 
godliness must first manifest itself in your coinuig 
with penitential reverence to the foot of the cross ; 
humbly acknowledging him who hung thereon as the 
Son of God, the Saviour of the world; gratefully 
acceptmg, as the free gift of his grace, the forgite- 
-oess of all your sins^ and meekly subTtftUVsv^ \Xi V\fe 
authority aa Lord of aU :— and It muBt eonVxtL^'a \» 
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manifest itself in the constant and conscientious ob- 
gervance of all the statutes and ordinances of Christ's 
kingdom ; in a growing conformity of character to 
his blessed precepts and example ; in a diligent and 
prudent zeal for the extension of his kingdom and 
glory ; and in the patient waiting for of his second 
coming. 

Such; my young friends, is the nature of that god- 
liness; or piety, which I am now to recommend to 
you by pointing out to you the benefits that flow from 
it. But; before proceeding to this part of my subject, 
it may be necessary that I should first endeavour to 
remove a strange mistake — a deadly misconception — 
into which the depravity of men is ever apt to lead 
them, and especially during the ignorance and inex- 
X>erience of youth. How common is it to find the 
manifestations of godliness, or piety, regarded as indi- 
cating a weakness of mind. How common is it to 
find the pious youth treated by his compeers, on this 
account, as the object of their pitf/y and perhaps 
contempt; — and in consequence of this, how often do 
we find the young ashamed to profess their piety in 
public — ^ashamed to avow their godliness before 
others. Strangemisconception, truly ! — undone which 
plainly proves that those who entertain and act upon 
it have yet to learn what godliness really is j as well 
as wherein true greatness of mind actually consists. 
Are there any now present, let me ask, whether 
young or old, who look upon piety as indicating a 
weakness of mind*? \i t\vct^ w^,\fc\. Ta& ^s^^''5S5».^ 
my friends, whether you ^«cse es^ <iw«^^tfs«^^^^^^^ 
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it is to be pious — to be godly ? I have told yoD, and 
you cannot gainsay it, that it is to know and love, 
to acknowledge and obey, to reverence and serve the 
Creator of the universe— the common Parent of all 
intelligent beings, and him who is alone worthy oi 
their supreme love and reverential obedience ; that if 
is for the dependant creature to consecrate himself^ 
in all his living and active energies, to the service 
and the glory of his Creator, Preserver, and Bene- 
factor. Is this incompatible with strength of intel- 
lect — ^with greatness of mind ? Or rather, let me ask 
you. What is true greatness of mind ? wherein does 
it consist? — But I need not ask you this question : 
you cannot tell. If we could ask those who are best 
able to answer ; if we could propose the question to 
a council of the noblest and most exalted of intel- 
ligent creatures, — to a conclave of archangels, — their 
reply would be, that among them he is deemed the 
greatest whose mind can comprehend most of God ; 
whose conceptions of him are the most enlarged; 
whose resemblance to him is the most perfect ; and 
whose love and obedience to him are the most deep 
and reverential. And what is this, my hearers, but 
a description of godliness, — godliness in its noblest 
aspect and most exalted manifestations? Godliness 
weakness of mind, indeed ! Why, instead of that, 
godliness is the very essence of intellectual greatness, 
the very nobility of the kingdom of heaven ! If I 
could conceive pride to exist at all in the mind of an 
archangel f I should expect to find hittv proud of his 
pj'etjr^^bis godliness. And shall pnny maa. XJaaiw Xv 
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ashamed, shall he treat with pity and contempt that 
which constitutes an archangel's pride ! O ! what 
could Gahriel think, I wonder, when, on some of 
his visits to our terrestrial globe, he found his tiny 
fellow-creature man, strutting on its surface, and in all 
the arrogance of his self-sufficiency and fancied 
greatness of intellect, deeming it beneath his dig- 
JNITY, forsooth, to reverence or to acknowledge God ! 
Strange sight ! Why, the very conception of it is so 
singularly strange as to be at once unutterably sad and 
inexpressibly ludicrous. While Gabriel might have 
wept at that strange sight, O ! how would Satan laugh ! 
Yes, my hearers, you who deem piety weakness, if I at 
present address any such, let me tell you there was 
once an archangel of your mind. — ^That was Satan. 
And he carried the matter to its proper conclusion, 
pronouncing it '^ better to reign in hell than serve in 
heaven P' Have you, then, let me ask you, decidedly 
embraced his opinion? If you have not, O ! let me 
entreat you to pause ere you do so, and seriously to 
reflect to what and whither it must lead you ! 

But I shall now proceed to give you more substan- 
tial, if not mor« convincing, proofs of the folly of 
such an opinion, and of the excellency of piety, by 
pointing out to you, 

II. In what respects, godliness is *^ profitable" 
both for this life and that which is to come. 

And here, the subject is so extensive that I can 
present you only with a mere outline ; so that ^at 
I have to say io you under Wi\% \\e^^ ^*^ Xvsc^'i. V^^ 
8ucb an appearance as a tree \i«A ^\. V\m ^^^^^"^ ^'^ "^"^ 
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year — nothing but trunk and branches. Bat ye^ my 
young friends, if I can but succeed^ by the Divine 
blessing, in planting my tree in any of your heartSj 
in this the spring-time of your life, I doubt not thai 

; the leaves, the flowers, aye and the fruit also, will ii 

I? due time appear. 

„^ I shall first point out to you in what respects godli- 

' ness is profitable for this lifb : — I shall first advert tc 

the influence of youthful godliness—- of early piety— 
on man's temporal conduct and concerns. Observe^ 
then^ in the first place. Godliness will furnish yov 
with a fisted standard of principle and duty. 

Now, the importance of such a standard to a young 
person just entering upon life is unspeakable, — the 
benefits resulting from it, even as respects its influence 
on temporal comfort and prosperity, innumerable. 
Ah! my young friend, whatever your occupation 
may be, whatever may be your station in society, ii 
you have no such standard by which to regulate youi 
conduct, you will find yourself tossed about on the 
troubled billows of the sea of life, at the mercy oi 
the fickle winds of fortune, like some hapless bark 
adrift on the stormy ocean, without rudder, chart; 
or compass ! 

Now, godliness w\\\ furnish you with the best of all 

standards — with the only sure guide : — for the love 

and fear of God will induce you to make his will 

your standard, and lead you to consult his word, as 

containing the revelation of his will, for the regulation 

of your conduct. And I hesitate not lo «v.y ^^^ ^^ 

^ the very heat of ah standards o£pt\m^\^vv.\A'^^>^-^ 
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even as regards its influence on temporal proBpcrity, 
I confidently appeal for proof of this to the experience 
of all who liave giyen it a fair trial. It is strikingly 
and sadly proyed, for example, by the mournful 
complaint of a certain great man, who exclaimed, in 
the day of his adversity, '^ Alas ! if I had only served 
my Qod with as much fidelity as I have served my 
king, he would not have forsaken me thus in my old 
age !^'— 'You will find it abundantly verified and 
strikingly illustrated also, if you will consult at your 
leisure the sacred biographies of Jacob and Joseph, 
for instance ; of Moses and Joshua ; of David and 
Daniel, and many others. This was the standard of 
principle and duty adopted by each of these indivi- 
duals ; and this it was, and this alone, which raised 
them from the humblest spheres of life, and some of 
them from the depths of poverty and afiliction, to 
eminent degrees of worldly wealth and earthly dignity. 
I would feiin trace out the principle in some of 
these individual cases ; but I fear your patience will 
be exhausted ere I have done. Look at Joshua, for 
example ; — had not his decided godliness led him to 
adhere to truth, when his ungodly companions in 
spying out the land conspired to give a false report, 
he should undoubtedly have perished along with 
them ; but instead of that, on account of his faith- 
fulness — his godliness — he was spared, he was pro- 
moted, and became in time the lieutenant and suc- 
cessor of his great master, Moses ; and the Lord 
said to him, ^* There cAiaW xvo\. ^Xk"^ \o»».\«, ^SsSsa ns^ 
stand before thee aH tkie ^«^^% cil \5k^\\^^\ ^^^^ 
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with Moses, bo I will be with thee : I will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee. Only be thou strong and 
very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all the law which Moses my servant 
commanded thee : turn not from it to the right hand 
or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever 
thou goest. This book of the law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth ; but thou shalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou mayest observe to do accord- 
ing to all that is written therein : for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good success,*^ (Josh; i. 5, 7, 8.) Again, look at 
Joseph; the beautiful, the interesting, the instruc- 
tive, the delightful history of Joseph ! And why, I 
would ask, is the personal history of that individual 
recorded in the inspired volume with such fulness 
and particularity, but just for the purpose of fumbh- 
ing from real life a proof and illustration of the sen- 
timent embodied in our text, viz., that '^ godliness is 
profitable for this life, as well as for that which is to 
come?" Wherever Joseph was — in whatever he 
engaged — at home or in exile — in freedom or in 
slavery — in prison or in Potiphar's house — ^in the 
dungeon or in Pharaoh's chariot, — the fear of the 
Lord was in his heart ; and therefore the favour of 
the Lord was on all the work of his hand. *^ And 
the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous 
man." But read, read, and judge for yourselves ; for 
I mast hasten to observe, 

^' That godliness — piety — early piett/ — will be 
your in/a//idle ffuide to true toisdim. 
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Godliness is in itself true wisdom. Job^ Davidi 
and Solomon unite in declaring, and with their united 
declaration the experience and the testimony of all 
wise and good men in all ages concur, that 'Uhe 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom : " and 
as godliness is in itself the beginning of wisdom, so 
will it inftJlibly lead you on to indefinite and endless 
advances in all wisdom. 

By leading you to contemplate the nature and per- 
fections of God, the characters and circumstances 
of his creatures, and the relations in which these 
stand to him and to one another, it will enable you 
to form a correct estimate of your own actual posi- 
tion — ^your true place in the intellectual and moral 
universe — ^your proper rank and station among the 
creatures of God, — which is man's first step towards 
the true knowledge of himself. And by perseverance 
in llie principles and practices of piety, you will 
become increasingly acquainted with your own dispo- 
sition and capacity, your competency for any par- 
ticular undertaking, your temper, your infirmities, 
your sins, and your whole character. Now remember, 
my dear young friends, that this branch of know- 
ledge — the knowledge of self— is of all others the most 
important, and the most necessary to true wisdom ; 
and hence it [is that we find the injunctions — the 
earnest and reiterated injunctions— even of heathen 
sages, concurring with those of Divine revelation in 
inculcating on man the precept " Know thyself," 

Again, The branch. o£ kwov^\^i.^^<i \w^^\^*\s!K^;i^>i\.- 
ance to self-knowledge i% t\ivsA. ol m^^^«2ff!w^^^.>KX' 



^i?^- 
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ihe knowledge of the worlds as it is commonly called. 
Now^ godliness will help you forward in the acquisi- 
tion of this kind of knowledge in various most im- 
portant respects. For instance^ it will do so directly ^ 
by leading you to abandon the society of foolish and 
vain persons, and to cultivate that of the serious, 
judicious, and experienced. And you know who has 
said that while *'the companion of fools shall be 
destroyed, be that walketh with wise men shall him- 
self become wise." Again, godliness will directly 
promote your knowledge of mankind, by furnishing 
you with correct principles on which to judge of 
actions and characters; and also by inducing your 
careful and constant study of the Bible — than which 
no book or books whatsoever can furnish you with a 
more masterly acquaintance with mankind. Besides 
the inexhaustible stores of this sort of knowledge— 
the knowledge of mankind— contained in the histo- 
rical and biographical portions of sacred writ, only 
think of the mass of wisdom — practical wisdom — 
knowledge of the world — contained in the writings of 
Solomon alone, or even in the single book of Proverbs ! 
But again, godliness will greatly promote your 
advancement in this kind of knowledge, and in all 
kinds of knowledge, in an indirect yfB,y, viz.: by 
redeeming much of your precious time, which would 
otherwise be wasted in vain and sinful pursuits, and 
by disposing you to devote that time to literary or 
scientific occupations. And, remember, this is no 
groundless or merely fanciful assertion, my young 
y^j'^nds, Jt is foupded on experience, wci^ e^Xfews^ 
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observatioii ; and I can with confidence appeal to the 
experience and observation of all around me, whether 
they ever yet knew a youth who, however thought- 
less and trifling he might have been formerly, did 
not, on becoming decidedly pious, immediately and 
assiduously betake himself to the acquisition of use- 
ful knowledge ? 

Now, you hnowy my young friends, that without 
extensive and correct knowledge, and sound wisdom, 
it is vain to think of attaining success or eminence in 
any pursuit or profession whatsoever. 

But, again, I observe, 

3. That godliness will teach and enable you to keep 
under due subordination the various passions and 
affections of the mind. 

Now, if what has just been stated under the pre- 
ceding particular, about self-knowledge and the 
knowledge of mankind, might be designated theoreti- 
cal wisdom, I would call this the practical application 
of such wisdom. If that might be styled the sciencfy 
this is the art of living well and happily. And O I 
how many most important sub-divisions might I draw 
out under this part of my subject ; how many twigs 
would spring from this branch of my tree ! 

For instance, that true knowledge of yourself and 
of others to which godliness will guide you — that pro- 
per estimate of your own importance which it will 
teach you to form— will lead you to treat with all 
due respect your parents, your teachers, your em- 
ployers, your seniors, and other 8u\|evior% \ o,^ ^<i]Ll 
09 to maintain a Wnd «iTv4\)^eQ\xim^ ^•Ktva.^^HRr^'^^'^ 
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friends, only think £>r a moment how important- 
how necessary this is to your comfort and success in 
life. Without such knowledge — without such dispo- 
sitions and deportment, you may get through the 
world in some way or other, — you may possibly get 
through it even with some measure of success ; but 
of this be assured, that you will carry with you little 
or none of the respect and esteem of your fellow- 
men. And remember, my young friends, that, 
without the respect and esteem of your fellow-men, 
whatever may be your success in life, your enjoyment 
of life will be small indeed. 

Again, Godliness will teach and enable you to act 
with all needful prudence and discretion in forming 
the various connexions of life ; the connexions of 
business, of acquaintanceship, of friendship, and of 
love. Now, the necessity for exercising prudence 
and discretion, and the advantages arising from the 
guidance of godliness, with respect to each of these 
departments of your conduct in life, would furnish a 
copious text by itself; but I cannot enlarge on it at 
present. — 

I thought I perceived a smile on the countenances 
of some, when I mentioned the connexions of love, 
Alas ! that that subject should be so often, so gene- 
rally treated with* levity ! Alas ! that it should be so 
rarely treated with that gravity and seriousness 
which its paramount importance demands and de- 
serves ! Would 'that I had a voice of thunder to 
sound ia your ears the solemu warning \k«X./\^ iwi 
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are not guided by godliness there, and by that pru- 
dence and discretion which godliness imparts — 'tis a 
thousand to one but you render yourselves and others 
miserable for the life that now is, and perhaps also 
ruin your own hopes and theirs for the life that is to 
come I — 

But once more: Godliness will teach and enable 
you to resist and subdue the rising murmurs of dis- 
content and sinful ambition, and to apply yourselves 
with conscientious diligence, with contentment and 
cheerfulness, to the present duties of your proper 
business. A most important lesson ! a most needful 
lesson ! a most profitable lesson ! ^* Godliness with 
contentment f* says the apostle, in another part of this 
same epistle, " is great gain,'* And, indeed, we may 
safely say, it is happiness itself--the very summit of 
human happiness — so far as concerns '' the life that 
now is." 

Now these, my young friends, are but a specimen 
of what might be adduced under this particular; 
but O ! that I could only convince you how neces- 
sary — how indispensably necessary — these principles 
are to the respectability, the usefulness, the comfort, 
the happiness of your life ! However, I must hasten 
to remark once more, 

4. That godliness will furnish you with a source , 
nayy with the only true source of support and consola^ 
Hon to the mind, amid the changing scenes and cir^ 
cumstances of this present passing world, — the trials 
and troubles of " the life that novi u" 

As yet, my young feieu^ft^^wi tkk^ V^-^^^ft^ss^^ 
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little or nothing of these. As yet you may have 
been allowed to repose in security and comfort be- 
neath the sheltering wing of parental affection^ with- 
out ever being exposed to the chilling blasts of ad- 
versity. But be assured it cannot be always so with 
you. Alas! alas! how very seldom is the day of 
life, however short, all sunshine. 

Depend upon it, you cannot sail long on the ocean 
of life without being overtaken by some of its terrible 
tempests; and O! how sad will be your condition 
then, unless you can say with confidence — while you 
gaze upon the troubled waves, and the dark and dis- 
mal clouds by which you are surrounded — "My 
Father's at the helm !" Depend upon it you cannot 
travel far into the wilderness of this world without 
being compelled to drink of the waters of Marah ; 
and you will find godliness — you will find true piety^^ 
to be the only tree which, when cast into these bitter 
waters,* can render them sweet and salutary. 

O ! dream not that youth and strength — that health 
or wealth will last for ever ! Youth and health and 
strength are fading flowers ; riches take wings and 
fly away. " Man that is born of a woman is but of 
few days, and these are full of trouble.'' " Man is 
born to trouble" as sure ''as the sons of the flame 
mount upward to vanish." O ! trust not to any 
earthly object for support and consolation in adver- 
sity. Trust not to a multitude of friends ; trust not 
^ the strength of their aflection, lest you meet with 
painful disappointment ! " It ia )ael\fct \o U^t in 

* Exod. XV. 22— 2b. 
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the Lord/' says David, ^'than to put confidence in 
man ; it if better to trust in the Lord than to put 
confidenoe in princes.'' " Surely, men of low degree 
are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie ; to be 
laid in the balance they are altogether lighter than 
vanity," " My soul, wait thou only upon God I*' 
** Whom have I in heaven but thee ! and there is 
ncme upon earth that I desire besides thee !" — If 
David's choice be yours, ray young Mends, then 
shall you be enabled to say, in the beautiful words of 
the paraphrase, 

" What though no flowers the fig-tree clothe, 

Though Tines their fruit deny. 
The labour of the oliye fail, 

And fields no meat supply ? 
Though from the fold, with sad surprise, 

My flock cut off I see ; 
Though famine pine in empty stalls. 

Where herds were wont to be ? 

»* Yet in the Lord will I be glad. 

And glory in his love ; 
In him 1*11 joy, who will the God 

Of my salvation prove. 
He to my tardy feet shall lend 

The swiftness of the roe ; 
Till raised on high, I safely dwell 

Beyond the reach of woe. 

" God is the treasure of my soul, 

The source of lasting joy ; 
A joy which want ihaXV ivoX VsK^wct , 

Nor death \tte\i deaUo^O^ 
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These, then, my dear young friends, are some o/ 
the respects in yiMch godliness is profitable for the 
life that now^ is ; and much, much more might haye 
been said on this part of the subject, had time per- 
mitted. But I fear you will be wearied, and I must 
therefore proceed to show you in what respects god- 
liness is profitable for the life that is to come— to 
point out to you the influence of early piety on man's 
eternal interests. 

And here I have to observe, 

1 . That early piety— youthful godliness — tnU effeC" 
tually secure your entrance into heaven — will give 
you the certain prospect of eternal life. 

This is plain and manifest from the express decla- 
rations of Divine truth. '^ Godliness is profitable 
unto all things/' says the Apostle Paul, in the words 
of our text, '^ having the promise of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to come,'' " And this,'' says 
another apostle, '^this is the promise that he hath 
promised us, even eternal life." It is sure and cer- 
tain, then, as sure as the faithfulness of God can 
make it, that " they who seek the Lord early-^shall 
find him \" and, finding him, shall find eternal life. 

I will not therefore detain you by dwelling on a 
truth so well known — a truth universally admitted ; 
but shall hasten to direct your attention to another 
sentiment, equally true, but too little thought of, 
viz. : — 

2. That youthful godliness will prepare you for 
ea-a/Zed stations in heaven. 

To explain whoit I mean, let me lemVaOi ^^wi ^^\. 
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heaven — though a state of rest, is not a state of in- 
activity ; though a state of pure, it is not a state of 
passive enjoyment. The angels in heaven enjoy God, 
but they also obey him ; they not only love God/ hut 
they also serve him. And doubtless, in that service, 
each has his proper rank and station assigned to him 
according to his capacity. Indeed, ^e are plainly 
taught by Divine revelation that there are gradations 
of glory and honour in the heavenly hierarchy ; there 
are " angels . and archangels," " thrones and domi- 
nions, principalities and powers.'' 

Now it is no more plainly taught us in the word 
of God that such is the case among the angels in 
heaven, than it is that such will be the case also with 
the redeemed from among men. This is plainly to 
be inferred from that general principle of God's 
moral government so often referred to in Scripture, 
viz., that at the great day of account, " He will 
render to every one according to that he hath done, 
whether good or bad." We are here taught that 
while God will execute righteous judgment upon all 
men,' he will not only inflict punishment upon ^'all 
that are ungodly among them," according to "all 
their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly com- 
mitted 5" but that he will also bestow rewards — the 
rewards of '* glory, honour, and immortality" — upon 
all that are godly among them, according to their 
godliness; "Tor God is not unrighteous, to forget 
their works of faith and labours of love," and for 
these " they shall in noY/isG W^ \Xi^vt \^'^^\^^*'' ^oa^ 
hence it is that we find out Lox^^o ^i^o^^^^ ^-^^^"^ 
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log his disciples to abound in acts of godlini 
works of ftkith and labours of love — that ihey might 
thus ^^ lay up for themselves treasures in heaven J' 
And again, the same truth is distinctly and directly 
taught us by Christ himself, when, in one of his 
parables of the kingdom of heaven, he tells us, that 
the man whose talent gained ^t;« talents was made 
ruler over five cities, while he whose talent gained 
ten was made ruler over ten cities. 

Observe, then, my young Mends, I would here 
appeal to your ambition ; and the appeal is legiti- 
mate, it is rational, it is scriptural. Remember, I 
beseech you, that you are placed in this world as in 
a school for the education of your souls ; to fit you for 
the active business of an endless life — for the duties 
and the honours of an everlasting kingdom. Re- 
member that if you neglect the education of your 
souls in godliness during life, even though you were 
sure of obtaining an entrance into heaven at death, 
you could not possibly be qualified for any exalted 
station there. Depend upon it, that while your 
entrance into heaven is obtained solely through the 
merits of Christ, your rank and station in heaven will 
be assigned to you according to your oum merits. 
Depend upon it, that your advancement in glory in 
heaven will be in exact proportion to your advancement 
in godliness on eartli. Be assured, therefore, that by 
early embracing and assiduously exercising the prin- 
ciplesy the pnecepts, and the pracX.\<iea o^ ^\eXN[ — of true 
godliness^ ymi will be "laying wip iot ^c4ut?^N«^\x«^- 
surea in heaven/' you will \>epTe^VMC\i\^^Q^«^^^^ 
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exalted stations of trust, and honour, and dignity, and 
glory, in a kingdom that shall never be destroyed. 

Is not godliness, then — ^is not youthful godliness — 
profitable for the life that is to come ? 

Let me now, then, 

III. Briefly but earnestly urge upon you to em- 
brace and act upon the principles which I have been 
explaining and commending. 

I have not the smallest doubt, my dear young 
friends, but that, from what has been said, you are, 
every one of you, convinced in your judgment that 
the saying in my text is indeed '^ a faithful, a true 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation ;" but O ! that 
I could now persuade you all to act upon that con- 
viction ! O ! that I could persuade every one pre- 
sent to give to the sentiment I have been illustrating 
bis and her cordial, immediate acceptation! What will 
it avail you, my young friends, to know — to he con^ 
vinced — ^that ''godliness is profitable both for the life 
that now is and also for that which is to come," — if 
you do not, each one of you for himself, realise the sen- 
timent in your own experience ? And how can you 
do this but by becoming godly, if you have not 
already done so ? Bemember I have told you that 
you are not, that no human being is, naturally godly ; 
that you must be "taught by the grace of God 
to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly." But observe, the 
grace of God "hath appeared'* for this purpose; it 
is exhibited in God's g\£l o^ \x\% w^^j X^'^qN^ssl vss^ 
w^eli-beloved Son to diefoi twjatLW^^^^^.^^^^^'^^^'^'^ 



28 

]ive. Remember I have told you how this grace be-> 
comes available for teaching you to deny ungodliness 
and to become godly; — I have told you that you 
must come to Jesus Christ — aclsnowledge him as the 
Son of God— the Saviour of sinners — ^the Lord of all, 
and submit to his authority accordingly ;^yielding 
up your heart and affections in love to him^ and 
resolving henceforth to " live no longer unto your- 
selves; but to him that died for you and rose again" — 
to live in holy and humble obedience to his will, and 
dcpendance on his word. This, and this alone, is to 
become truly godly. 

Now, my dear young friends, I wish to speak to 
you plainly and pointedly on this all-important subject. 
Bear with me, therefore, for a very little longer. 

Either you are godly, or you are not. You u:% 
that godliness is something distinct and definite : you 
know^ therefore, whether you are or are not godly. 

Now, to those who are, I have only to say, perse- 
vere in the path you have chosen ; persevere in the 
practice of piety ; persevere in your course of hum- 
ble obedience to and dependance upon the Lord 
Jesus Christ; and rest assured that the profit of 
piety — the gain of godliness — shall be yours ;' that you 
shall ultimately realise in your own experience the 
full import of the text, that *' godliness is profitable 
unto all things ;" profitable both for " the life that 
now is, and also for that which is to come." 

But h is with those that are still ungodly — those 
that bare not as yet given their \\eaT\a wvd «i€ections 
to Christ — that I have especiaWy to do at ^tesciiX., 
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Let me entreat you, then^ my young friends, to 
reflect closely and seriously on what has now been 
addressed to you. Be persuaded, as you yalue your 
prosperity, your respectability, your comfort, and 
your happiness in the life that now is ; as you value 
the salvation of your souls ; as you value their eternal 
exaltation in the ever growing glories and honours of 
the life that is to come ; — O ! be persuaded to secure for 
yourselves the profit of piety, by embracing cordially 
— by embracing immediately, the principles of piety ! 
Delay is dangerous — awfully dangerous ! Time past 
cannot be recalled. Opportunities neglected can never 
be recovered. Every week, every day that you delay, 
you are losing much both for time and for eternity. If 
you delay embracing these principles till you become 
old, remember that the loss of all the profits of piety, 
at least as respects the present life, is inevitable ; and 
the risk of your dying in ungodliness is fearfully 
great ! And O ! remember that if you die ungodly, 
you not only deprive yourselves of all the gain of god- 
liness, both in the life that now is and in that which 
is to come, but you also subject yourselves to God's 
righteous judgments — his awful judgments — against 
ungodliness. His immutable decree is that he ^^ will 
render to every man according to his deeds — viz., to 
them who, by patient continuance in well doing, seek 
for glory, and honour, and immortality, he will ren- 
der eternal life ; but unto them that are contentious, 
and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness'^ 
— continue in ungodliness — \i^ "wiKl \^\sl^^^ ''*'\sv^\sgj«i.- 
tjon and wrath, tribuktAOn %xA wi%>x^> >a.^^\i.^^^^^ 
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3ul of man that doetb evil^— for there is no respect 
»f persons with God.''. Remember this^ then, my 
young friends, I beseech you; and remember, too, 
that you have it in your power to become godly if 
you will ; you have it in your power to choose whe- 
ther you will continue '* to live unto yourselves" — 
to serve Satan, sin, and self— and so earn the wages 
of sin, which are misery and death ; or whether you 
will henceforth serve the Lord Christ — "live unto 
him who loved you and gave bimself for you" — and 
so obtain an interest in tbe gift of God, which is 
eternal life, along with all the profit of piety — tlic 
gain of godliness — for the life tbat now is, and also 
for tbat which is to come. 

'' Choose ye, therefore," and O ! choose *' this day 
whom ye will serve." And be assured that if the 
choice of Joseph and of Joshua be yours, if you seek 
the Lord early — if you seek him now — you shaXl find 
him ; and you shall soon be enabled to say, addressing 
him in the words of the poet, but in the sentiments 
of your own heart — 

'' Thou art the source and centre of all minds. 
Their only point of rest — Eternal Word ! 
From Thee departing, they are lost, and rove 
At randomi without honour, hope, or peace. 
From Thee is all that soothes the life of man. 
His high endeavour, and bis glad success. 
His strength to suffer, and his will to serve. 
But O ! thou bounteous Giver of all good. 
Thou art, of all thy gifts, Thyself the crown ! 
O/ve what tbon canst, without TV\w "wt w^^ow 

Aad trith Thm^ •r\r\% f«V* wVttI' Wnn WAV. MSVV.^ 
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TIME. 

(Job ix. 25, 26.) 

Time speeds away — away — away : 
Another hour — another day — 
Another month — another year — 
Drop from us like the leaflets sere ; 
Drop like the life-blood from our hearts : 
Tlje rose-bloom from the cheek departs^ 
The tresses from the temples fall, 
The eye grows dim and strange to all. 

Time speeds away — away — away ; 

JAke torrent in a stormy dayj 

He undermines the statel}^ tower, 

Uproots the tree, and snaps tiie flower ; 

And sweeps from our distracted breast 

The friends that loved — the friends that blessed; 

And leaves us weeping on the shore, 

To which they can return no more. 

Time speeds away— away — away : 
No eagle through the skies of day. 
No wind along the luV\% cwv ^<i^ 
So swiftly or bo smoottx %ft\ie. 
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Like fiery steed — from stage to stage 
He bears us on, from youth to age ; 
Then plunges in the fearful sea 
Of fathomless Eternity. 

Knox's Songs of Israel. 



PARENTS. 
(Exodus XX. 12.) 

The voice of nature, yea, the voice of God, 

Commands to honour those that gave us birth, — 
Even her, from whose supporting bosom flowed 

By far the sweetest stream that flows on earth ; 

Whose tongue of kindness never knew a dearth 
Of soothing words that could our griefs allay — 

Even him who listened to our prattling mirth. 
Who early taught our infant lips to pray, 
And led our tottering steps to walk in wisdom's way. 

A parent is, indeed, a tender friend, 

And, if once lost, we never more shall find 
A bosom that so tremblingly can blend 

Its feelings with onr own congenial mind ; 

Our lips may speak their anguish to the wind 
That hurries heedlessly and wildly by — 

Our hearts, to lonely agony consigned. 
May throb without relief — for no reply 
Comes from the mouldering bieOkftVA VVi-aX m their 

/^mvC'bcdUc. 
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And then we pause to think — alas ! how late ! — 
Of deeds that wrung a ])arent'8 heart with pain ; 

And oh ! could we but open death's dark gate, 
And lead them back into the world again — 
Oh ! but once more to see their face ! — 'tis vain ! 

Once more to hear their voice ! — 'tis sweetly driven 
Across our fancy, and expires, — and then 
We wish ourselves away — ^away to heaven, 

To weep upon their breast, and there to be forgiven. 

Knox's Sonqs of Israel. 



MORTALITY. 

O WHY should the spirit of mortal be proud ? 
Like a fast-flitting meteor, a fast-flying cloud, 
A flash of the lightning, a break of the wave — 
He passes from life to his rest in the grave. 

The leaves of the oak and the willows shall fade. 

Be scattered around, and together be laid ; 

And the young and the old, and the low aud the 

high. 
Shall moulder to dust, and together shall lie. 

The child that a mother attended and loved, 
The mother that infant's aflbction that proved, 
The husband that motbex ^xk!^vcii«»\>'^^'^^!s^^ 
JBach — all are away to \5ae\t ^^^vck^^^^^"^- 
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The maid on whose cheeky on whose broW| in 

whose eye, 
Shone beauty and pleasure — ^her triumphs are by ; 
And the memory of those that beloved her and 

praised, 
Are alike from the minds of the living erased. 

The hand of the king that the sceptre hath borne, 
The brow of the priest that the mitre hath worn, 
The eye of the sage, and the heart of the brave, 
Are hidden and lost in the depths of the grave. 

The peasant whose lot was to sow and to reap, 
The herdsman who climbed with his goats to the 

steep, 
Tlie beggar that wandered in search of his bread. 
Have faded away like the grass that we tread. 

The saint that enjoyed the communion of heaven, 
The sinner that dared to remain unforgiven. 
The wise and the foolish, the guilty and just. 
Have quietly mingled their bones in the dust. 

So the multitude goes — like the flower and the 

weed, 
That wither away to let others succeed ; 
So the multitude comes — even those we behold. 
To repeat every tale that hath often been told. 

For we arc the same things that our fathers have 
been, 
We Bee the same sights t\\ai om i«A5afit%\aN^^»R«i> 
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We drink the same stream, and we feel the same sun, 
And we run the same course that our fathers have 
run. 

The thoughts we are thinking our fathers would 

think, 
From the death we are shrinking from, they, too, 

would shrink, 
To the life we are clinging to, they, too, would cling — 
But it speeds from the earth like a bird on the wing. 

They loved — ^but their story we calinot unfold ; 
They scorned — but the heart of the haughty is cold; 
They grieved — but no wail from their slumbers may 

come J 
They joyed — ^but the voice of their gladness is dumb. 

They died — aye, they died! and we things that 

are now. 
Who walk on the turf that lies over their brow, 
Who make in their dwellings a transient abode, 
Meet the changes they met on their pilgrimage road. 

Yea, hope and despondence, and pleasure and pain, 
Are mingled together like sunshine and rain ; 
And the smile and the tear, and the song and the 

dirge, 
Still follow each other like surge upon surge. 

'Tis the twink of an 6y^, 'tis the draught of a breath. 
From the blossom of health to the paleness of death. 
From the gilded saloon to the bier and the shroud — 
O why should the spirit of mortal be yrovidl 
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THE DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 

Like summer eve, when sunlight thirOiVB 
A beauteous parting ray around ; - - ,..' 

And silent shades in peace repose 
Upon the soft and dewy ground. 

As still, as peaceful, and serene, 

Is the last ray when life is done ; 
When hope's bright beam smiles o'er the scene 

Which saw a glorious race begun. 

What though around his couch may fall, 
The dew-drops from kind pity's eye ; 

The happy spirit smiles on all, 
And shines upon another sky. 

Oh ! such is life, wi^(te parting ray 
Throws lustre on a world of sorrow ; 

For as its brightness dies away. 
There's promise of a glorious morrow. 

Alpha. 
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